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Re-imagining Democracy in the Age of Revolutions charts a transform ation  
in  the way people though t about dem ocracy in  the North  Atlan tic 
region  in  the years between the Am erican  Revolution and the 
revolutions of 1848. In  the m id-eigh teen th  cen tury, ‘dem ocracy’ 
was a word known on ly to the literate. It  was associated prim arily 
with  the ancien t world and had negative connotations: dem ocracies 
were conceived to be unstable, warlike, and prone to m utate in to 
despotism s. By the m id-n ineteen th  cen tury, however, the word 
had passed in to general use, although  it  was still not necessarily 
an  approving term . In  fact, there was m uch  debate about whether 
dem ocracy could ach ieve robust institut ional form  in  advanced 
societies.

In  th is volum e, an  in ternational cast of con tributors shows how 
com m on trends developed th roughout the Un ited States, France, 
Britain , and Ireland, part icularly focussing on  the era of the Am erican , 
French , and subsequent European revolutions. Re-imagining Democracy 
in the Age of Revolutions argues that ‘m odern  dem ocracy’ was not 
inven ted in  one place and then  diffused elsewhere, but instead 
was the subject of parallel re-im agin ings, as ancien t ideas and 
exam ples were selectively invoked and reworked for m odern  use. 
The con tributions sign ifican tly enhance our understanding of the 
diversity and com plexity of our dem ocratic inheritance.
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•  Provides new research  on  the 
h istory of dem ocracy, and 
original argum ents about the 
processes by wh ich  m odern  
ideas of dem ocracy arose 

•  Covers a un iquely r ich  
em pirical base - extending 
over the Un ited States, France, 
Britain , and Ireland 

•  Facilitates com parative 
th inking about the h istory of 
dem ocracy 

•  Provides stim ulus to though t 
and debate about h istorical 
m ethodology
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